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On behalf of the entire staff of the Office of International Studies and Programs (OISP), I am 

pleased to share this program guide with you. In this document, you will find comprehen-

sive, detailed, and up -to-date information on study abroad programs available to students 

and guests of Illinois State University.  

In recent years, òstudy abroadó has gained tremendous academic and cultural significance, 

providing participating students unique opportunities to learn from and about foreign lan-

guages, pedagogies, and different òways of doing thingsó. Our world has now become a much 

smaller place, making the challenges that used to be local or national, global. Our well be-

ing, as present and future Americans, depends upon our ability to become globally compe-

tent. We need to understand how others in Europe, Asia, Africa, or in the Middle East think, 

conduct their business and how they view us so that we can conduct business, communicate, 

and seek solutions for common problems in the world with them. That search for global competency, I believe, is best 

achieved through the creation and expansion of a solid Study Abroad Program.  

This program guide is intended to inform students, faculty, parents of students, and the community at large about the 

state of international studies and programs, in general and study abroad opportunities, in particular at Illinois State 

University. The guide provides the reader clear, accurate, and unbiased information about the size, scope, and depth of 

our study abroad programs. We hope that this information will be useful to you.  

This guide was the result of the valuable contributions from the staff in the Study Abroad unit in OISP. I would like to 

thank Becky Goeckner and Jimmy Brazelton, respectively coordinator and assistant coordinator of the Study Abroad 

Unit, for their great contributions. They both spent countless hours helping to prepare this guide. We all at OISP are 

deeply grateful to both of them.  

We at OISP, and the staff in the Study Abroad Unit, in particular, look forward to your suggestions for how we can ex-

pand and improve our services for the entire university community.  

Please direct your comments to rsgoeck@ilstu.edu and please continue to visit our website at 

www.internationalstudies.ilstu.edu for more extensive and up -to-date information on study abroad and other interna-

tional studies and programs at Illinois State.  

 

Momar Ndiaye, Director  

Office of International Studies and Programs  
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What will I find in this guide?  

§ Information about our office  

§ General Information on 

Study Abroad at Illinois State 

University  

§ Materials on all ISU spon-

sored Study Abroad Pro-

grams 

§ Links to a variety of Study 

Abroad -related topics and 

programs.  

§ Information on non -ISU 

Study Abroad Programs  

Introduction to 

our Office 

In 1968, a Faculty -Student Task 

Force on International Education 

called for the establishment of the 

Office of International Studies and 

Programs at Illinois State Univer-

sity to foster the development of 

foreign study programs, faculty 

exchanges, co-curricular cross -

cultural programs, and a foreign   

student program. Over the years, 

significant progress has been made 

in building the international di-

mension of the University.  

Today, Illinois Stateõs full scope of 

international activities ñ under-

graduate, graduate, professional, 

research and training ñ are  coor-

dinated by the Office of Interna-

tional Studies and Programs 

(OISP).  

The quality of OISP programs is 

the product of an outstanding staff 

and the faculty and resources of a 

world -class university. Illinois 

State faculty members who partici-

pate in OISP programs have out-

standing teaching credentials, and 

combine research-based knowledge 

with practical application and in-

ternational experience.  

History  

1 

Mission  

The primary mission of OISP is to interna-

tionalize educational programs, research 

and training opportunities; hence advance 

the understanding of international and 

cross-cultural issues across campus and for 

the community at large.  

To carry out its missions, OISP works 

closely with academic units across the Illi-

nois State campus to pursue the following 

goals: 

§ To advance the international education 

of all students at Illinois State by pro-

viding them with first -hand experi-

ences in global affairs and cross -

cultural activities.  

§ To provide support for international 

scholarship; including, the research, 

teaching, and service efforts of faculty 

and other professionals on campus.  

§ To serve the needs of the state and the 

region through educational programs 

on global issues. 

OISP is the acronym for our office: 

The Office of International Studies 

and Programs. Our department is 

responsible for Study Abroad, Na-

tional Student Exchange, the Ful-

bright Program, International Stu-

dent and Scholar Services, and 

Management Development Interna-

tional, as well as a host of other 

internationally -related programs.  

What is OISP? 

Ĝ National Student Exchange  

Ĝ International Student and 

Scholar Services  

Ĝ Fulbright Scholar Program  

Ĝ Management Development In-

ternational  

Ĝ International House  

Ĝ Area Studies  

OISP Programs 



Most students are eligible for a 

Study Abroad program. Although the 

requirements for some programs are 

slightly different, here are the mini-

mum qualifications for students who 

would like to study abroad:  

Ĝ Completed 2 semesters at ISU or 

other college or university  

Ĝ  2.5 GPA or higher  

Ĝ  Good academic standing  

Ĝ  Filled out a Study Abroad appli-

cation from our office  

Some programs have additional re-

quirements such as higher GPA and 

some are open only to   Juniors and 

Seniors. For more information on 

specific requirements for each Study 

Abroad program, please check the 

individual program page in this pub-

lication.  

Yes! All of the Study Abroad programs 

offered at Illinois State have ISU credit. 

The type of credit you receive depends 

entirely upon the program. Students are 

able to receive credit towards their major 

or minor, or even for General Education! 

To find out what kind of credit is avail-

able, see the Program Details section of 

this guide. To ensure that you receive the 

proper credit for your Study Abroad pro-

gram, read the section titled, òGetting 

credit for Study Abroadó on the next page. 

2 

What is Study 

Abroad? 

Study Abroad is a program for college stu-

dents that enables them to complete part of 

their education in another country. This 

could be anything from an exchange pro-

gram with another university in Australia 

to spending a few weeks of the summer on 

an archeological dig site in Ireland. Study 

Abroad encompasses anything that involves 

a student going to another country to study. 

It is not  considered time off of school. The 

credits received for the Study Abroad pro-

gram are ISU credits and will be reflected 

on both transcript and GPA.  

What is Study Abroad? 

Each student that studies abroad 

benefits from it in a different way. 

For some students, Study Abroad is a 

very nice addition to a resume. Hav-

ing Study Abroad on your resume 

shows your future employers that 

you have global experience and a 

first -hand perspective of the interna-

tional community. For students who 

are studying a foreign language, itõs 

a chance to increase your fluency in a 

country where that is their native 

language. If you are an International 

Studies minor, a Presidential 

Scholar, International Business ma-

jor, or a Politics and Government 

major, studying abroad is highly rec-

ommended. Study Abroad can in-

crease global awareness and give you 

another perspective on your studies. 

No matter what your reasons for 

studying abroad, all students gain a 

better understanding of other cul-

tures and help to promote under-

standing of our culture.  

What are the benefits? 

There are several things to take into ac-

count when choosing a time to study 

abroad. You will need to have completed at 

least 2 semesters at ISU or other college or 

university before being eligible to Study 

Abroad. Many students choose their junior 

year to Study Abroad. By this time, most 

of their General Education requirements 

have been fulfilled and they are ready to 

focus on courses in their major.  

When should I go? 

1. Visit our website: www.internationalstudies.ilstu.edu 

There you will be able to find individual flyers for each 

program, detailed budgets, information on the host 

schools, and general information about Study Abroad.  

2. Make an appointment to speak to a Study Abroad Advi-

sor as early as possible so that you may begin proper 

planning. An advisor can give you information on pro-

grams, help you decide on courses, and answer any ques-

tions you  may have. It is helpful for the advisor if you 

bring your Academic Progress Report, which can be ob-

tained from your academic advisor or Moulton 107.  To 

make an appointment, give us a call at: 309 -438-5276. 

3. You will also want to make an appointment to speak to 

your academic advisor to let him/her know that you are 

planning to study abroad. They will be able to help you 

fit it into your four -year plan.  

How do I start? 

4. If you receive financial aid, make sure that you speak to a 

Financial Aid Advisor to see how your financial aid will 

apply to your Study Abroad program.  

5. Talk to your parents to see what they think about Study 

Abroad. If they have any questions, they can call or send 

us an e-mail.  

6. Finally, fill out an application and turn it in to our office. 

Semester applications are generally due the first Monday 

of March for fall programs and the first Monday of Octo-

ber for spring programs. Summer application dates vary. 

The application can either be picked up at our office or 

printed from our website.  

Am I eligible? 

Can I earn credit? 


